Implant site development and alveolar bone resorption patterns.
Resorption of the alveolar ridges after tooth extraction can mandate site development (preparation) by augmentation, grafting, or both before implants can be placed. The fabrication of successful implant prostheses generally can be accomplished only if the artificial teeth are placed in the same position as was occupied by the natural teeth they are replacing. A knowledge of resorption patterns is necessary for satisfactory implant placement.